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T

here were dozens of baptisms this
summer in our church plants where
many people testified to God’s
grace, forgiveness, and a newfound
leadership through Jesus Christ in their
lives. We highlight a few here.
In July, Genesis Church-Boyne City
(Jamie Woodall) baptized eight in the
Boyne River located in the middle of
downtown. One of the participants was
a teenage girl who said, “After a longterm dating relationship with another
girl, God began telling me that He had
something better for my
life. After hearing the
gospel, I surrendered
my life to Jesus and He
has helped me turn away
from this lifestyle to
wanting to please Him in
every way.”

and God years ago.
Through the years
he’s struggled with
depression and has
gone through a series
of bad relationships
admitting he was in
them for himself. He
and Jennifer (they just
got married), started
coming to The Journey
on a quest for peace
and hope. Over time,
they decided to give
their lives to Jesus,
seeking His forgiveness and restoration.
For Mike, he came to the realization that
Jesus was the only way to have hope.
He’s really started to find peace and
contentment (that’s been
elusive for so long) in His
relationship with Jesus.
They are in a process, but
growing, and taking new
steps with Jesus all the
time.

“God began
telling me
that He had
something
better for
my life.”

The Journey Church in
Muskegon (Paul Urban)
baptized 25 people, in
which 23 were adults,
from June through August. One such
adult was Mike who has been coming to
The Journey for about 1 1/2 years. Mike
had some church background growing
up but walked away from church

Northbridge Church
in Kalamazoo (Ray
Brandon) has currently
baptized 13 individuals.
One person who came to
know Christ and was baptized is now
their children’s director. Her name is
Stormie Moore. She was a single parent
of one when she adopted 3 siblings
whose parents had died. JJ, Skylie and

The Journey Church, Muskegon, baptism
summer 2014

Lillie were classmates of Stormie’s
daughter, Savannah. Stormie was the
last person to accept Christ as Savior
in her family and that only after two
years of intense discipleship. Because
of the pre-salvation discipleship,
Stormie has a great handle on the
Word of God as a new believer and
Northbridge recently hired her to
oversee their children’s ministry. Her
story is precious and truly a work of
God’s grace. Recently, Stormie and
her crew have taken in a foster child
whose parents are homeless. God
continues to use Stormie to give peace
and hope. b
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the dearborn initiative
ways to
get involved:
PRAY…Uplift our Michigan church plants,
planters & their families in prayer. See
“Please Pray” section for specific requests.
SHARE... Help us find church planters.
Maybe you know of someone who might be
interested in planting a church or perhaps
your church is interested in partnering to
plant.
GIVE…Meet a need. Help support church
planting efforts in Michigan by contributing
financially and perhaps meet a physical need
(volunteering, supplies given, etc).
CONTACT:
Converge MidAmerica
Attn: Norm Byers, Church Planting Michigan
924 Busse Highway
Park Ridge, IL 60068
(847) 692-4125
www.convergemidamerica.org/church-planting
brenda@genesiswired.com

by Jonathan & Christie Swift, church
planters of Christ Community Church,
Dearborn and former missionaries in
Lebanon

T

he Dearborn Initiative is all about
the plan and work toward a church
planting movement spanning from
the Midwest to the Middle East. Our
mission is to plant Christ Community
Church in Dearborn, Michigan to
engage in city-wide, Christ-centered,
gospel-driven worship, community,
and discipleship that leads to church
multiplication locally and regionally,
while recruiting and equipping
immigrant leaders to return to their
homelands in the Middle East as
indigenous missionaries globally.
Dearborn has a population
of nearly 100,000 making
it the 8th largest city in
Michigan. The city is
also home to the most
densely-settled Middle
Eastern community
in the USA. There are
tens of thousands of

American Muslims from Lebanon, Iraq,
Yemen, Albania, and Palestine. Within
five square miles there are nearly 20
mosques. Thousands of second and
third generations of these immigrant
communities in the area, many of whom
are college students who continue to
live locally, attend a University of
Michigan satellite campus,
Henry Ford Community
College, or Wayne State
University just a few
has
miles away.

“God
given us some
unprecedented
open doors...”

Dearborn is in great
need of a gospel-driven,
continued on next page...

Detroit launch
by Cornelius Roberson, Heart and Soul
Community Church, Detroit , MI

W

e (Cornelius & Marisa Roberson)
are in awe of how our Lord is
using and developing Heart and
Soul Community Church. In a 6 month
duration, 18 individuals have confessed
a desire to accept Jesus Christ as Savior.
Our Lord humbled me as one of the

individuals who came was believed to
have previously broken into various
homes in the neighborhood...including
our home. It is an unbelievable joy to
witness individuals of diverse ages
walking and riding bikes to church. We
have been awakened on Sunday morning
by eager attendees.
Following 16 preview services, we
officially launched on September
21. It’s an amazing blessing to see
the body of Christ come together!
Our Genesis Church-Boyne City
family's band traveled many miles to
collaborate with our Heart and Soul’s
praise team for the launch. All were
blessed and on their feet praising our
Lord! Our Heart and Soul Church
family used their gifts of service

by volunteering to create thank you
bags, blow up balloons, bake, cook and
prepare a festive welcome for all. The
H&S Warriors for Christ practiced day
after day to worship our Lord with a
united step routine. A flag praise team
was also initiated. There was a precious
special time of prayer with all hands
lifted.
In addition, it’s always a blessing to
open the Word of God and share His
truths. The sermon was based on the
Good Samaritan’s character to Reach,
Revive, and Restore, and Heart and
Soul’s desire to follow suit by ‘loving
God with all our heart and with all our
soul, and with all our strength, and with
all our mind and loving our neighbor as
ourselves’ (Luke 10:27). b

Christ-community witness.
God has given us some
unprecedented open doors
with a gang of Middle
Eastern guys at one of
our local Starbucks.
Two of the guys are
from a southern Lebanese
village just a stone’s
throw from the village we lived in for
two years. Two men are brothers who
had attended the same Beirut school
I had taught in. Three other guys are
from Tyre where we lived for 3 years
- one of whom attended a school just
down the street from where we lived
outside of Tyre. This young man, an
Engineering PhD student, had a high
school history teacher back in Tyre
who attends the very seminary class I
teach when I go back to Lebanon once
a year (just came back from teaching
my second course last week). You
couldn’t make this stuff up! This young
man is very close to the Kingdom. On
one occasion, Christie and I were able
to share with him the entire gospel
message from Adam to Jesus. I try to go
to Starbucks at least one or two nights
a week to meet up with whomever of
these men happen to be there (and there
are always a few), always praying for a
chance to share the gospel.
This opportunity is the kind of thing
we had been praying for since we
returned from Lebanon and
only God could have designed
it. So, please pray these new
friends of ours will move closer
and closer toward the Kingdom.
We need your prayers. Probably
most heavy on our hearts at this
time is the challenge of breaking
the “35 Barrier.” We are faithfully
preaching the Word in
numerous venues

and building community through
frequent gatherings and outreach. And
yet, a year later it still feels like we are
“herding cats” (instead of sheep). People
are still thinking very individualistically
- not regarding themselves as a “body”
- very relaxed in their commitment to
the body.
Last week, we had a core family drop
out and say (via a text!) that they were
going to start attending a different
(established) church here in Dearborn.
These are cross-cultural people who
expressed that they were “all in”
and committed to the vision. Very
frustrating. Please pray we can work
through this unfortunate circumstance
in a godly kingdom-minded manner.
We really need God to show up in such
a way that our people are glued to each
other because they have encountered
God together - and grasped His vision
for us together. b

Please pray:
• Jamie (Kristie) Woodall, Genesis ChurchBoyne City, seeks prayer for participants in
a Starting Point Group that will help them
as new believers grow in their faith.
• Paul (Jen) Urban, The Journey NorthMuskegon, began a series called
“Explore God.” They have encouraged
“Everybody Invite Somebody,” so prayers
for their people to have the courage
and opportunity to invite, for people to
respond and for hearts to be open to Jesus.
• Pray for Life Church (Jon & Amber Herron)
in Saginaw, as they move in November to a
new location, a former golf course.
• Our next Assessment Center is in midNovember. We have two potential
candidates moving toward that part of the
process.
• A Church Planter and Spouse Retreat is
scheduled the end of November at Gull
Lake Ministries. Pray that meaningful
connections, encouragement, camaraderie,
and vision will develop amongst the
church planters throughout the state.
• Please pray for vital small groups at Huron
Hills Southwest, Ann Arbor (Dave and
Deb Collins). They are launching 6 small
groups this month, and need to see God at
work for real life change and growth. (Acts
2:46-47) Please pray for Deb as she starts
rehearsals and outreach for the Huron Hills
SouthWest Christmas pageant. They are
using this as a major outreach to family
and friends, both to come out on 12/14
to watch, but also for friends of kids who
might want to be involved. (Luke 2:20)

Converge Church Planting - Michigan
P.O. Box 2008
Petoskey, MI 49770

from the
H

ow are you
doing? I
hope you
are well, but my question is really, how
are you doing at the only thing that
really matters?

Mark Breen, in his book, Building a
Disciplining Culture, says, “That most
of us are doing quite well at the church
thing. And yet, disciples are the only
thing that Jesus cares about, and it’s the
only number that Jesus is counting. Not
our attendance or budget or buildings.
He wants to know if we are ‘making
disciples.’”

Jesus did not call us to build His
church (remember, “I will build my
church and the Gates of Hades will not
prevail against it.”) but our job, the last
instruction Jesus gave to us was to make
disciples.

A disciple is someone who has
surrendered to Jesus as forgiver and
leader. A disciple is in an ongoing
process of building themselves up,
connecting into the lives of other
believers and pouring themselves into
others.

Until next time,
Norm Byers

So how are you doing? Are you a
disciple maker?
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