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This is what 50,000
eggs, a helicopter,
and a three-weekold church look like.
by Jonathan Herron, Life Church Michigan
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ecently, I
was moved
by reading
John’s account
of the official
h came to JJesus seeking help for
who
his fever strickened child. You might
remember, Jesus said to him, “Go; your

son will live.” Then the rest of the verse
says something incredibly profound,
“The man believed the word that Jesus
spoke to him and went on his way”
(John 4:50 ESV). Later, as the man was
returning home, he was met by his
servants who excitedly proclaimed the
good news of the healing.

I am sure more to come. But we need
to press on, carry on in faith, believing
and trusting that God Almighty is in
control and He is going to do great
things for His honor and glory.
Until next time,
Norm Byers

As you and I lead, support, and plant
churches, we need to also believe the
words that Jesus has spoken. Remember,
“I will build my church and the gates
of Hades will not prevail against it.”
Sometimes like Peter, our eyes shift off
of Jesus and His words, and our focus is
on the waves. Yes, there are waves and
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aturday morning was full of God’s
favor: amazing weather + positive
media exposure.

Fifty thousands eggs were more than
enough for the thousands that flooded
into SVSU. We’ve definitely learned
from past experience how to better
shepherd crowds safely and ensure
every child goes home with plenty of
eggs and memories!!
It’s been
“Amazing
amazing
service! I love
to watch
God bring
it when my 16
together
and 18 year
such a
diverse
old WANT to
team of
go to church.”
Lifers
from all
across our region. We had 50 volunteers
serving their guts out for the thousands
of guests at our event.
Best Comment from a non-Christian
today: “Your volunteers seemed friendly,

NORMAL, & having
fun. I might come try
your Easter service.”
This is WHY we do
the Egg Drop!!
Even more
amazing to me: the
overwhelmingly
positive and
encouraging news
stories about Easter
at Life Church from
The Saginaw News,
ABC12 News, Fox
66 News, WNEM CBS5 News, The
Christian Post, and the Tuscola County
Advertiser.
Easter Sunday was a BLAST:
• our 3-week-old church kissed 200 in
attendance
• at least 10 people received Christ!!
• 10 people signed up for baptisms on
Sunday, May 12!
Two awesome comments from two firsttime guests:
“I learned a thing or two about a thing or
two in today’s service and that sea sponge
was one, so was the two Adams, two
gardens. Very informative and historical
info that I enjoyed and to build on.”
“Amazing service! I love it when my 16 &
18 year old WANT to go to church.”

top: excited kids waiting for eggs to drop from
the sky. bottom: a helicopter drops 50,000
eggs to youngters below

To read more about what God’s doing
at Life Church, check out Jonathan’s
blog: Follow Jon.
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What time is it? Football time!
by Noah Flippiak, Crossroads Church
Lansing , MI

By far the three most exciting parts
of my Stealth experience have been
Eric Lynch, Lonnie Morris, and
took a sabbatical this past summer
Tony Walker. Eric is a 19-year-old
and used my three months off to play
quarterback who had a
strong safety for Lansing’s semicompletely non-religious
pro football team, the Capital
background and
“The best
City Stealth. I had a great time
accepted Christ
part of the
all
a summer (with
just before I met
summer by far was the
the
t exception of
him in December.
incarnational ministry
my late season
After meeting him,
opportunity this
ACL
A tear!) and
he immediately
opened up for
made
m
many great
started attending
me with the guys
memories.
Crossroads where
on the team.”
I had the privilege
The
T best part of the
of discipling him and
summer by far was the
baptizing him. He soon became
incarnational
i
ministry
a member and now serves as one of our
opportunity this opened up
key youth ministry leaders. He has great
for me with the guys on the
leadership potential and has plans to
team.
I led prayer after every
t
attend seminary.
practice and before every
game. Both the coaches and
Lonnie is a 21-year-old linebacker who
players looked to me as a
visited Crossroads several times. I met
spiritual guide and would
with him over smoothies to ask him
often ask me for advice
where he was at with the Lord and had
about life and to pray for
the honor of leading him to a saving
them specifically. It was an
relationship with Jesus. The following
amazing opportunity to be
week he started a schooling program
a light for Christ among 60
in Battle Creek, but I remain in contact
mostly non-Christian men.
with him and he has plans of eventually
coming back to Lansing.
When I returned from my
sabbatical in September,
Tony is a 27-year-old defensive lineman
I was able to invite all of
who also played in the Arena Football
the players and coaches to
League with the Tampa Bay Storm.
For Noah, football became the medium where he shared his
Crossroads’ Fall Kickoff,
Tony grew up with a rough background
commitment to Jesus with others.
which we made footballand is also a professional rapper. After
themed invite cards for.
I tore my ACL, I got to know Tony
In all, I’ve had 16 people
really well because he had injured his
from the team come to a
shoulder around the same time. So
Sunday morning service,
we got to spend a lot of time talking
several of whom now
together on the sidelines at practice. I
attend regularly. I’ve had
was able to get Tony some free medical
the chance to meet onehelp on his shoulder with some friends
on-one with seven of the
of mine in the medical field. I also met
guys to share the Gospel
his girlfriend Cori during this time. Tony
with them. In addition to
and Cori began attending Crossroads in
this, our church now serves
mid-September at our Fall Kickoff. After
as the official location for
attending a few times, I took Tony out
all Stealth team meetings
for lunch and led him to Christ. Tony
and film sessions, which is
was soon after baptized and shared a
a great chance to get the
continued on next page...
entire team under our roof.

I

powerful testimony of how Christ
changed his life (for more info, go to
http://lansingcrossroads.com). Tony is
already writing rap music that glorifies
God and that speaks of his changed
life. He is now an intern at Crossroads,

is married, and has been instrumental
in bringing three people to Crossroads
who have all put their faith in Christ. b

Please pray:
• Will & Holly Henagan as they prepare their
team and launch Genesis Harbor Springs
this fall.
• Cornelius & Marisa Roberson and Tyler &
Alita St. Clair, two church planters creating
plans and recruiting launch team members
for two plants in Detroit.

Update: The Journey Church
by Paul Urban, The Journey Church Muskegon

O

n March 5, The Journey Church of Muskegon, Michigan, a nine-year old
church plant, launched its second site. The Journey on M-120 (the new site) had
240 people show up for their launch Sunday. Eighty people from The Journey
moved to help start the second site, many of them new Christians and some still
investigating Christianity. Through the first six weeks, The Journey on M-120 has
been averaging 170 in attendance each Sunday, with many of those people new
to church or not having been in church in a long time. Paul Urban, co-lead pastor
at The Journey, said, “What has been most exciting is that we haven’t done any
promotion other than ‘word-of-mouth.’ Our people on the north side of
our community are just so excited about having a place close by
they can invite their family and friends. We’re grateful
for the help of Converge MidAmerica in helping
this dream become a reality and assisting
us in seeing God’s lost children
coming home.” b

• Jonathan & Kristy Swift who just returned
from the mission field in Lebanon to plant a
multi-cultural church in Dearborn.
• Jeff & Bonnie Forester as they lead Heritage
Church in Sterling Heights and as they plan
to launch in Imlay City this fall.
• Our next Assessment Center is August
19-22 in Indianapolis. Please pray for the
potential candidates that we are recruiting
for this time.
• Also, pray for Paul Urban, Jeff Forester
and Norm Byers as plans are developing
for three multiplication centers in our key
regions, East, North & West. More to come
on this!

