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O

n March 23-26, over 30 Michigan
Church Planters and spouses
gathered at Cornerstone Church
in Chandler, Arizona for this year’s
Converge Ignite Conference. It was our
largest contingent ever from Michigan!
The theme of Ignite was “Identity,”
and throughout the conference we were
inspired, challenged and encouraged
regarding our identity as followers
of Christ, as Church Planters and as
Converge Worldwide.

from the

universe. Surrender... though it starts
it all, it is never done. It is a continuous
ongoing step in a journey of faith.
You see, Jesus died to give us life in
its fullness. We need to step into the
fullness that He is leading us to.

W

hat is the
first step
in faith?
Surrender.
Surrender means coming to
Jesus with an open hand. It means
yielding your life to the God of the

What does surrender look like for you
today? What are you in need to open
your hand with? How can you and I join
Jesus in bringing others in our lives to
surrender? How do we as pastors and
church leaders surrender? It might be
challenging our best “talent” on our
team to consider multiplying our efforts
by church planting. It might mean

making a sacrificial financial investment
into a new work in a new community
that is going to reach new people for
Jesus. It could be raising the prayer
temperature in your congregation for
our new church ventures.
May the LORD of peace lead you and
guide you in your faith journey.
Sincerely,
Norm Byers
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Pastor and author Jud Wilhite
reminded us during our first session
that “ministry is messy”, but that God

uses a “messy church
how our movement
(and pastors) to point
is rooted in personal
throughout
a messy world to a
the conference revival, is built on a
perfect God.” Leading
commitment to biblical
we were
researcher Ed Stetzer
living, has expanded
humorously challenged
through evangelistic
inspired,
us to engage our
challenged, and fervor, has been led by
culture AND preach
courageous faith, and
encouraged...
well the cross of Jesus.
has and still believes we
Stetzer reminded
can do more together.
us of our missional
identity, which is wrapped up in our
Beyond the challenging messages, the
“sentness” to all different kinds of
inspiring worship, and the stories of
people. We also heard from Converge
God’s work among us, we celebrated
Worldwide President Scott Ridout, who
all that God has done through
passionately called us to remember our
Converge Church Planting, including
identity as a movement and the rich
seeing us go from 5,109 baptisms
heritage of those who have gone before
in 2002 to 19,068 baptisms in 2012
us for the sake of the Gospel. Ridout
through our network of churches!!
challenged us with five things that make
We also celebrated the good things
us, “us” as Converge. He talked about
happening in Converge MidAmerica,
including starting 52 new churches
in the last 5 years! Praise God for His
work among us.
The warm Phoenix sun, the missionminded challenges from the Ignite
stage, the sweet fellowship with
others in the trenches, the inspiring
worship of The Son, the realization
of the part we play in the larger
movement of God, all served to
“Ignite” a renewed passion for the
mission. Together we CAN do more.
The best is yet ahead! b
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REACHING THE CAMPUS OF
WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

A

n area wide ministry to college
students with an epicenter at
Western Michigan University
is in full swing. Northbridge Church
of Kalamazoo (Ray Brandon) recently
launched Northbridge University
Church, or UChurch for short, as an
extension of Northbridge’s Sunday
services for students on campus.
UChurch says up front exactly what
they are... a church ministry and sets
itself apart from other ministries
like Campus Crusade, Intervarsity,
His House, etc. And yet, they have
successfully partnered with these parachurch ministries sending students
on missions trips and are building an
outreach ministry to Middle Eastern

ways to
get involved:
PRAY…Uplift our Michigan church plants,
planters & their families in prayer. See “Please
Pray” section for specific requests.
SHARE... Help us find church planters. Maybe
you know of someone who might be interested
in planting a church or perhaps your church is
interested in partnering to plant.
GIVE…Meet a need. Help support church
planting efforts in Michigan by contributing
financially and perhaps meet a physical need
(volunteering, supplies given, etc).
CONTACT:
Converge MidAmerica
Attn: Norm Byers, Church Planting Michigan
924 Busse Highway
Park Ridge, IL 60068
(847) 692-4125
www.convergemidamerica.org/church-planting
norm@genesiswired.com

Michigan welcomes new
church plant, Hope for Arabs

A

students, from Iraq, Iran, Syria, Saudi
Arabia, and Jordan. Northbridge
believes God has a particular calling to
the church to reach out and disciple all
nations to Himself.
The majority of the international
students at WMU come from nations
within the 10/40 window. The 10/40
window is the rectangular area of
North Africa, the Middle East and Asia
approximately between 10 degrees
north and 40 degrees north latitude and
includes the majority of the world’s
Muslims, Hindus, and Buddhists. This
area has the highest concentration of
unreached peoples in the world. There
are approximately 1,700 international
students from 104 countries enrolled at
WMU.

candidate) and the ministry team from
Northbridge Church.
Please pray that God would soften
the hearts of the WMU students
to Himself particularly those from
the international community. Please
also pray for the ministry team that
connections would be made with these
students and wisdom given as to how
best to reach out to them. b

The school year started out by
inviting students to Bronco Bash
and one student Bible study on
Wednesday nights. The Bible study
began averaging 12 students and the
ministry has expanded to multiple
nights of Bible studies and oneto-one discipling relationships.
UChurch began the first of
October meeting at the Bernard
Center on Sundays at 1:00 p.m.
under the leadership of John
Gilfillan (2014 Assessment Center

Church Finances 101 Seminar

I

s your church tracking it’s finances
correctly? Do you understand the
processes and reports? Bring your
finance team to our Church Finance
101 Seminar on Saturday, June 6, 2015
from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. There is no fee and
lunch is provided.
Topics to be discussed: collecting,
depositing, reporting, online giving,
fund accounting, disbursements &

reimbursements, payroll issues, check
signing, internal audits, documentation,
budgeting, how to read financial
reports, creating reserves, and
how financial systems help leaders
raise money. The seminar is held at
Converge MidAmerica offices, 924
Busse Highway, Park Ridge, IL 60068.
Reserve spots now as space is limited.
Contact Wanda Manning at wanda@
convergemidamerica.org to register. b

vdal Boktor and his wife, Hiba,
came to the United States under
religious asylum from Egypt about
three years ago. Avdal is an Egyptianborn Arabic speaker trained in a Beirut
seminary, and Hiba’s entire family came
to Christ 20 years ago from a Muslim
background. They had heard from
an Arab friend about a food pantry at
Heritage Church, a Converge church in
Sterling Heights. Avdal told his friend
that he didn’t need food but needed
people so he could reach them for Christ.
Avdal contacted Jeff Forester, pastor
of Heritage, and shared his vision for
reaching Arabic-speaking Muslims.
God’s timing was perfect as Heritage’s
food pantry was attracting Arabicspeaking Chaldeans (Iraqi Catholics) but
no one at the church could speak Arabic,
and they had been praying for God to
send them someone to help Heritage
reach these people. God answered both
Avdal and Heritage’s prayer requests!
Avdal and Hiba began working at the
food pantry, ministering to the Arabic
speaking community. They also took the
initiative to visit people in their homes.
Since 2012, the Boktors have knocked
on 2,000 doors in the community and
given away more than 1,000 Bibles.
Avdal planned large outreach events for
Easter 2014, with 300 Arabic speakers
attending in one location and 400
coming to another location. More than
90 people, many
of them Muslims,
accepted Christ
at the Easter
gatherings. The
Boktors then led
a “small group”
of new converts
in their apartment
but that location
would not last
long.

With more than 50 people meeting
there, the police showed up as it was too
many people in a small area. As a result,
Heritage began working with Avdal and
connecting him with Converge’s church
planting network to help him plant an
Arabic speaking church.
Avdal and Hiba went through
Converge’s Assessment last year and
launched Hope for Arabs in November.
They report that since they launched
Hope for Arabs church, they have been
sharing facilities with Heritage Church
in Sterling Heights. Their weekly
average attendance is 69 but they have
found out that Arab people prefer to go
to church near or where they live. The
Arab community lives between 10 Mile
and 16 Mile Roads. The center is 14
Mile Rd. Currently, they feel they are
too far for them to attend every week.
There is a great need for serving the
refugees there. They can’t afford the gas
to drive to Sterling Heights. They are
praying for any building near 14 Mile
that they can worship God together in
and host a children’s ministry.
In spite of all the challenges, they are
praising God for what He is doing in
the lives of the people they are serving.
They have two Bible studies; one on 13
Mile Rd and the other on 15 Mile Rd.
They are working to train leaders to
start another one in Shelby Township
very soon. They thank you for your
prayers as they
believe that God
has a plan and time
for their request. b

Please pray:
• Chris (Jodi) Vitarelli, The Road Community
Church, Howell & Fenton, are praying
for a permanent home for their Howell
Campus and are trying to turn their Fenton
Campus into an emergency shelter. Pray for
favor from the city and neighbors and the
resources to renovate their building.
• Jon (Amber) Herron, Life Church, Saginaw,
need prayers for protection and wisdom
as their little church plant has suddenly
exploded in growth the past three months.
• Jamie (Kristie) Woodall, Genesis Church,
Boyne City, had many receive Christ at their
Easter service. Please pray that they connect
with these individuals and help them grow
in their newfound faith in Christ.
• Paul (Jennifer) Urban, The Journey Community Church, Muskegon, have begun a new
series of Beginnings Classes with around
25-30 spiritual seekers participating.
They’re praying for much spiritual fruit.
• Troy (Carrie) Gentz of Freshwater Community Church, Paw Paw, are praising the Lord
for providing a permanent facility to meet
in as the school district recently sold them a
school building for $1!
• Please pray for an urban church planter
for the area of South Town/Garfield district
in Grand Rapids. We have an organization
that desires to partner with us in planting a
church here.
• Cornelius (Marisa) Roberson, Heart & Soul
Community Church, Detroit, need the
Lord’s strength as they both balance two
full-time jobs. Also, please pray as they plan
for their first church picnic and baptism
service in July.

